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AMPLIFYING PANAFRICAN VOICE: A
POSTMODERNIST SHIFT IN INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT FOR AFRICA

Prof. Edmond Maloba Were, PhD.

This paper locates Raila Odinga’s voice for invigorated Pan African
infrastructure development in a postmodernist critique of conventional
high modernism and lacklustre regional integration practiced by African
countries. Drawing on illustrations from outside the continent, it argues
that infrastructure development requires iconic political voice and
outreach that marshal political will and resources. This has been a
drawback in continental development pursuits whose national visions
were limited in scope, capacity and leadership. Raila Odinga epitomized
a future of optimism and self-assessment that the African continent must
appreciate and pursue. The paper positions postmodernism as an anchor
for the transformation and reclamation of Pan-Africanism. In it, the
realization of Agenda 2063 of the African Union is feasible. It
recommends for the identification of regional iconic voices that combine
professionalism and political acumen to champion the development of
vital sectors that pose value and impact in continental social and
economic integration.
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Unfinished Dreams: Institutionalizing Raila
Odinga’s Vision for Kenya and Africa

TerryRuth Wanjiku Muriithi

As a young woman from Kirinyaga county who has cast her vote only
three times in her life, twice for Raila Amollo Odinga, I write this
reflection not merely as an observer of Kenyan politics but as someone
whose political consciousness was shaped by his lifelong struggle for
justice, democracy, and an inclusive nation. This paper examines the
enduring legacy of Raila Odinga through a personal yet critical lens,
situating his contributions within the broader continental aspirations
outlined in the African Union's Agenda 2063.

Raila Odinga’s political journey represents far more than opposition
politics; it embodies a courageous insistence on constitutionalism,
institutional accountability, and civic participation. For many young
Kenyans like myself, his campaigns were not just political events but civic
education moments that challenged us to imagine a more equitable
society, where leadership is earned through integrity, where institutions
protect citizens, and where democracy is not an abstract ideal but a lived
experience.

This abstract engages with three intertwined themes: first, Raila’s
unwavering commitment to constitutionalism, as demonstrated by his
role in the struggle for multiparty democracy and the 2010 Constitution;
second, his vision for democratic reform, which redefined political
discourse around transparency, devolution, and inclusive governance;
and third, the continental relevance of his ideals, particularly how his
Pan-African engagements gesture toward the aspirations of Agenda 2063,
an Africa that is integrated, prosperous, peaceful, and driven by its
people.

By weaving personal reflection with conceptual analysis, this work
argues that institutionalizing the Raila Odinga legacy requires not only
archiving his political contributions but also safeguarding the
democratic pathways he championed. For those of us who believed in his
politics, his legacy is not a chapter that has closed; it is an unfinished
project that challenges Kenya and Africa to continue striving for justice,
dignity, and transformative leadership.
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