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Building a One United Kenya?
Inside Raila Odinga’s Politics

of Political Reconciliation
Prof. Fred Jonyo, PhD. and Philip Kaudo

Since joining Kenyan politics in 1992, Raila Odinga remained
consistent in his quest for a one United Kenya. His political
advocacy centered on nation-building, national cohesion, and
state stability. Throughout his political career, he also remained
steadfast in his calls for building political bridges as a critical tool
for strengthening political legitimacy and fostering develop-
ment. Odinga’s political life demonstrated his willingness to give
‘dialogue’ a chance in several instances. Odinga unsuccessfully
contested the presidency five times, and in each case, he cited
fraud in the electoral results. As a nationalist, he struck alliances
with his political foes in an attempt to end the political crisis.
While politics is perceived as an art of compromise, Odinga’s
political ventures, demonstrated through reconciliations and
handshakes, have elicited much-needed attention in the recent
past. While political handshakes are perceived as important
mechanisms for fostering national unity, creating a forum for
dialogue and reforms, and ending political instabilities, critics
hold the view that Odinga’s led handshakes did not reflect the
national good, but were rather strategic moves to foster his
political relevance, survival, and a deep-seated strategy to attain
political power. This intellectual dilemma has fostered tensions in
the place of political handshakes and other reconciliatory
mechanisms in addressing African political problems. Using the
legacy of Raila Amolo Odinga, this article examines the role of
political reconciliation in building a one united Kenya. It delves
into the avenues of reconciliation embraced by Raila Odinga and
their impacts in Kenya.
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