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�7�K�H�� �$�I�U�L�F�D���)�U�D�Q�F�H�� �6�X�P�P�L�W�� ������������ �V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G
�I�R�U�� �0�D�\�� �����X������ �L�Q�� �1�D�L�U�R�E�L���� �P�D�U�N�V�� �D�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F��
�V�K�L�I�W�� �I�R�U�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �ª�U�V�W�� �W�L�P�H�� �D�� �Q�R�Q��
Francophone African nation hosts this 
�K�L�J�K���O�H�Y�H�O�� �I�R�U�X�P���� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�L�Q�J�� �(�D�V�W�H�U�Q��
�$�I�U�L�F�D�[�V�� �U�L�V�L�Q�J�� �J�H�R�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �V�L�J�Q�L�ª�F�D�Q�F�H����
�.�H�Q�\�D�[�V�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �U�R�O�H�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H��
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �L�Q�«�X�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �G�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\����
green industrialisation, digital innovation, 
�H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �D�J�U�L��
culture which are core Summit priorities. 
�7�K�L�V�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� �D�O�V�R�� �R�©�H�U�V�� �(�D�V�W�H�U�Q�� �$�I�U�L�F�D�Q��
�V�W�D�W�H�V�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G�� �Y�R�L�F�H�� �L�Q�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �ª�Q�D��
ncial architecture reform and Europe 
Africa partnerships, attracting investment 
and reinforcing multilateral cooperation. 

�6�X�F�F�H�V�V�� �K�L�Q�J�H�V�� �R�Q�� �W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�Q�J�� �6�X�P�P�L�W�� �G�L�D��
�O�R�J�X�H�� �L�Q�W�R�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�D�E�O�H���� �H�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H�� �R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V��
that strengthen economic resilience and 
�D�P�S�O�L�I�\���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�
�V�����D�J�H�Q�G�D���J�O�R�E�D�O�O�\��

The Africa-France Summit 2026 and its 
implications for Eastern Africa
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�,�Q�� ������������ �,�Q�G�L�D�[�V�� �H���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H�� �L�Q�G�X��
�V�W�U�\�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �8�6���������� �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q����
�Z�K�L�O�H�� �$�I�U�L�F�D�[�V�� �W�R�W�D�O�� �H���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H��
�P�D�U�N�H�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���E�H�O�R�Z���8�6���������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q����
�(�D�V�W�H�U�Q�� �$�I�U�L�F�D�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G�� �U�R�X�J�K�O�\��
�8�6������ �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���� �D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� ���� �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W
�R�I�� �,�Q�G�L�D�[�V�� �V�F�D�O�H���� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �E�R�W�K�� �D��
production gap and a growth 
�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�����,�Q�G�L�D���L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���U�H�D�F�K��
�8�6���������� �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� ������������ �Z�K�L�O�H�� �(�D�V�W�H�U�Q��
�$�I�U�L�F�D�� �L�V�� �I�R�U�H�F�D�V�W�� �D�W�� �8�6������������ �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q����
�Z�L�W�K���.�H�Q�\�D���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���8�6�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G�� �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� ������ �W�R�� ������ �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�Q�X��
�D�O�O�\���� �%�\�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�� �S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V����
�O�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V���� �E�U�R�D�G�E�D�Q�G���� �V�P�D�U�W�S�K�R�Q�H�V������

�O�R�F�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V���� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R��
rting SMEs , Eastern Africa can join 
�J�O�R�E�D�O�� �H���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H�� �F�K�D�L�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�F�D�O�H��
inclusively.

Harnessing Eastern Africa E-Commerce 
Moment: Lessons from India
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