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The passing of Rt. Hon. Raila Amolo Odinga, in
October 2025, marks a watershed moment in
Africa’s political and intellectual history. Odinga's
lifelong struggle for democracy, equity, and Pan-
Africanism has left a legacy that transcends
national boundaries. His influence from champ-
ioning Kenya's Second Liberation and consti-
tutional reform, to advancing regional integration
through the African Union (AU) and the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA),
represents a living blueprint for realizing "The
Africa We Want."”

This Special Issue of The Eastern Africa Journal
of Policy and Strategy, seeks to move beyond
commemoration toward critical reflection and
institutionalization. It aims to examine how
Odinga’'s core tenets, such as the fight for
democracy, social justice, Pan-Africanism, and
economic transformation, provide an actionable
blueprint for accelerating the AU’'s Agenda 2063
amid shifting global dynamics.

Synthesize Raila Odinga's political philosophy,
leadership models, and policy approaches
into a coherent framework for African leader-
ship and policy-making.

Analyze and map the direct linkages
between his legacy in areas like democratic
reform, devolution, infrastructure, and Pan-
Africanism, and the specific aspirations of
Agenda 2063.

By situating Odinga’s legacy within conte-
mporary debates on democracy, Pan-Africanism,
and socio-economic transformation, this special
issue invites scholars, policymakers, and practi-
tioners to engage with his intellectual
and political contributions through rigorous,
evidence-based research. The goal is to extract
practical insights from his leadership philosophy
that can inform the AU's Agenda 2063 and guide
future policy innovations.

We therefore invite the submission of original
scholarly papers that critically interrogate
Odinga'’s legacy, explore its relevance to current
governance and development challenges, and
propose pathways for institutionalizing his ideas
within African political and policy systems.
Through such contributions, this issue aims to
advance the study of African leadership,
consolidate indigenous political thought, and
strengthen the policy linkages between ideals
and institutional practice.

Foster a strategic and interdisciplinary
dialogue that bridges political, ideological,
and generational divides by engaging
scholars, policymakers, and civil society
actors to identify shared pathways for Africa’s
democratic and developmental renewal.

Generate tangible, high-impact outputs that
institutionalize the Special Issue's insights for
long-term influence on continental policy and
leadership development.



Thematic Areas for the Special Issue

Submissions should engage critically and align with one or more of the following thematic areas:

Theme I: The Foundation: Democracy, Gover-
nance, and Institutional Reform

» The Second Liberation & Multi-Party Politics:
Enduring lessons for democratic conso-
lidation, opposition politics, and civic engage-
ment in Africa.

* The 2010 Constitution & Devolution: Critical
assessments of devolution as a model for
inclusive governance, service delivery, and
managing diversity.

* The Politics of Reconciliation: Analyzing the
"Handshake" and other models of national
cohesion, stability, and transitional justice.

Theme IlI: Pan-Africanism & Continental Inte-
gration

¢ Infrastructure for Integration: Advancing the
PIDA agenda, regional corridors, and the
legacy of the AU High Representative for
Infrastructure.

* Realizing the AfCFTA: The "last mile" challe-
nges, political will, and Odinga's advocacy for
intra-African trade and economic integration.

» Africa’'s Global Agency: Reforming global
governance, financing architectures, and
asserting strategic autonomy in a multipolar
world.

Theme lll: Economic Transformation & Social
Justice

* The Social Democratic Imperative: Policies
for equitable growth, healthcare, education,
and social protection.

* Industrialization & the Green Transition:
Governance of critical minerals, green energy,
and building climate-resilient economies.

* Harnessing the Demographic Dividend: The
role of youth, digital innovation, and entre-
preneurship in the African Renaissance.

Theme IV: Institutionalizing the Legacy

* Archiving African Political Thought: Metho-
dologies for preserving and digitizing the
intellectual heritage of African leaders.

* Leadership Fellowships & Intergenerational
Transfer: Designing effective models, like the
proposed Odinga Fellowship, to nurture the
next generation of African leaders.

* From Legacy to Policy: Translating political
philosophies into concrete, implementable
policy frameworks for national and conti-
nental institutions.

Submission Process & Guidelines

i) Abstracts

Abstract Submission: Prospective authors are
invited to submit an abstract of 150-300 words
by Nov 24, 2025, via email to info@gloceps.org.
Include the manuscript title, author name(s),
affiliations, and contact details (max. 300 words).
Co-authored papers are permitted. The abstract
must outline objectives, methodology, and
relevance to the theme.

ii) Full Papers

Authors of accepted abstracts will be invited to
submit full papers of 6,000-8,000 words by
Dec 30%, 2025, via email to info@gloceps.org.

Papers must be original and unpublished works.

Formatting: Submissions must adhere to APA
7t Edition formatting, use Times New Roman
(12pt font, double-spaced), and include structure
sections:

a) Abstract

b) Background & Literature Review

c) Methods

d) Findings

e) Discussion

f) Conclusion

g) Recommendations

h) References



Submission Process & Guidelines

iiif) Review and Publication Process

All submissions will undergo a double-blind peer

review process coordinated by the journal's
Editorial Board.

Authors of accepted papers may be requested to
revise their manuscripts based on reviewer
feedback prior to final publication.

Selected papers will be published in the Special
Issue of The Eastern Africa Journal of Policy and
Strategy.

Important Dates

4

N\

IMPORTANT
Sﬁl?:::i;as(i:;n DATES Special Issue
Deadline Publication
Abstract Submission
November 24", to the

2025

Notification
of Abstract
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Full Paper Submisy
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Full Paper
Submission
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December 11,
2025
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